
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ahmed Abdelaty       

Department: Construction       Phone Number: (618) 650-5772 

E-mail Address: ahahmed@siue.edu                      Campus Box: 1803 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 0 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  

 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 9 hours 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? No     

 

Location of research/creative activities: Engineering Building   

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
 The US transportation infrastructure system is crumbling. At the same time, local and state agencies are facing an 

increasing pressure to keep their assets at an acceptable level. One alternative that state highway agencies are 

adopting to address the immediate need for repair and replacement is “project bundling”. Project bundling simply 

refers to a process in which the government agency awards multiple types of work of multiple projects in single 

contract. For example, a state department of transportation would have the flexibility to award maintenance and 

replacement work for multiple bridges and roads using one contract. The size of the bundle will vary according to 

the agency needs.  

   - The federal highway administration (FHWA) characterizes project bundling as strategic, proactive, and continual 

approach. There are many benefits of project bundling including maintaining performance levels, reducing costs, 

coordinating environmental approvals, expedited schedules, and increased quality. Many agencies has recognized 

the potential benefits of project bundling. However, the FHWA indicated that many states have not approached 

project bundling as a strategic approach. This study will identify barriers and challenges faced by agencies that 

didn’t approach project bundling. Additionally, the study will document the drawbacks and disadvantages observed 

by agencies that used project bundling.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
  1. Literature review  

   2. identifying case studies in Missouri and Illinois  

   3. Conducting interview or questionnaire with local/state agencies officials  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 



   1. Conducting literature review  

   2. Identifying and analyzing case studies  

   3. Conducing structured interviews to identify challenges and barriers of using project bundling  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
 In case of conducting interviews, teleconferences would be a viable option to collect responses. Traveling is not 

needed.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Students should have interest in the area of transportation asset management.  

 

 


